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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, November 28, 1975 





White House Conference on 


Handicapped Individuals 


The President’s Remarks Upon Announcing Plans 
for the Conference To Be Held in December 1976. 
November 22, 1975 


It is a real privilege and pleasure to have the oppor- 
tunity of being here today and to recognize Senator 
Randolph, Senator Stafford, Secretary Mathews, Dr. 
Viscardi, and the other distinguished guests of the many 
organizations that are greatly interested in and most help- 
ful to the disabled. 

I am extremely happy to announce today that the first 
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 
will be held next year. The time has come for a coordi- 
nated, national undertaking to address the concerns of 
this Nation’s 35 million handicapped citizens to respond 
to their abilities as well as their disabilities. 

This historic White House Conference will be held in 
December 1976, a fitting climax to the Bicentennial year 
and the values that we seek to regenerate. 

This Conference will bring together representatives of 
more than 50 Government agencies now dealing with the 
problems of the handicapped, along with the hundreds 
of others representing private organizations and State and 
local departments of government. 

A 28-member National Planning and Advisory Council 
to the White House Conference has been appointed. And 
this morning I am very pleased to name Dr. Henry 
Viscardi, Jr., of Long Island—Kings Point—as Chair- 
man of this Council. Jack Smith, of Rochester, New York, 
has been appointed as Executive Director of the planning 
staff. Both of these men have earned national reputations 
for their outstanding work for the handicapped. Both 
have overcome disabilities to demonstrate great abilities. 
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I am pleased that both Dr. Viscardi and Mr. Smith 
are here with us today and that also in attendance are 
Secretary Mathews of the Department of Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare, Senator Randolph of West Vir- 
ginia, and Senator Stafford of Vermont, as well as 
representatives of eight key organizations working for the 
handicapped. 

A major purpose of this Conference is to generate a 
responsive national awareness of the problems facing the 
handicapped. Concern for the handicapped is not unique 
to the Federal Government. State and local officials and 
private citizens must also turn their attention to the needs 
of the handicapped. 

Action to alleviate these needs will be one of the major 
purposes of this Conference. Along with my colleagues in 
the Congress and State and local units of government, I 
look forward to receiving the recommendations from the 
Conference. 

I was delighted to learn that the newly formed Na- 
tional Planning and Advisory Council will require that at 
least a half of the National Conference be handicapped 
individuals themselves. Obviously, this makes very good 
sense. The problems of the handicapped are too often left 
to people without handicaps who may sometimes lack 
personal experience which gives great insight. 

Of the 28 million adults with physical and mental 
handicaps, only 800,000 are currently employed and 
many of these have jobs below their abilities. 

This Nation’s handicapped citizens have a right to live 
with self-reliance, with the same dignity as all of their 
fellow citizens. To help them realize their full capacity as 
human beings, to help them achieve higher levels of per- 
sonal and professional fulfillment—these are the goals of 
this Conference, and I wish all who participate from now 
on, as well as those who will participate in December, I 
wish them the very best. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 
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Ambassador Moynihan 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary 
Following the President’s Meeting With Daniel P. 
Moynihan, U.S. Representative to the United Nations. 
November 24, 1975 


The President met this morning with Ambassador 
Moynihan to discuss a range of matters involving the 
United Nations. They were later joined by Secretary 
Kissinger. Both President Ford and Secretary Kissinger 
expressed their strong support for the effective job Ambas- 
sador Moynihan has been doing representing the United 
States at the United Nations. 


The President wants it clearly understood that Ambas- 
sador Moynihan has his complete confidence. 


The President and Secretary Kissinger encouraged 
Ambassador Moynihan to continue to speak out candidly 
and forcefully on major issues coming before the United 
Nations. 

NOTE: Press Secretary Ron Nessen read the statement at his news 


conference at the White House on Monday, November 24, 1975. It 
was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


Generalized System of Preferences for 
Developing Countries 


Executive Order 11888. November 24, 1975 


IMPLEMENTING THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF 
PREFERENCES 


The Trade Act of 1974 authorizes the establishment of 
a Generalized System of Preferences for eligible articles 
imported from beneficiary developing countries. 

The President has designated and may, by Executive 
order, designate certain countries as beneficiary develop- 
ing countries, after having determined that such desig- 
nations are in accordance with the provisions of the Trade 
Act of 1974 and after having provided the necessary infor- 
mation to the Congress, pursuant to Section 502 of the 
Trade Act of 1974. The necessary determinations have 
been made and the appropriate information has been fur- 
nished the Congress. 


The President may, by Executive order, designate 
articles eligible for duty-free treatment after receiving 
advice from appropriate agencies, public comment, and 
the advice of the International Trade Commission. That 
advice has been received, as requested, by reference to 
item numbers, and statistical divisions thereof, contained 
in the Tariff Schedules of the United States, hereinafter 
sometimes referred to as TSUS. 
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Since not every article within the group represented by 
an item number of the Tariff Schedules of the United 
States is eligible for duty-free treatment under a General- 
ized System of Preferences, it is necessary to subdivide 
some of the existing item numbers. 

In order to implement the Generalized System of Pref- 
erences and to remove expired provisions of the TSUS, 
relating to the Philippine Republic and the Trust Terri- 
tory of the Pacific Islands, it is necessary to amend the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States, thus embodying the 
substance of relevant provisions of the Trade Act of 1974, 
and of actions taken thereunder, into the Tariff Schedules 
of the United States. 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by the Constitution and statutes of the United 
States of America, including Title V and Section 604 of 
the Trade Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 2066, 19 U.S.C. 2461 
et seq; 88 Stat. 2073, 19 U.S.C. 2483), and as President 
of the United States of America, in order to designate 
additional beneficiary developing countries and eligible 
articles, and to implement a Generalized System of Pref- 
erences, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The following expired headnotes and items 
for the products of the Philippine Republic and of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands are deleted from 
the Tariff Schedules of the United States: 

Headnotes: 


General headnote 3(c) ; 

Headnotes 3 and 4, part 13, schedule 1 ; 
Headnotes 1, 2, and 3, part 14, schedule 1; 
Headnote 2, subpart B, part 14, schedule 1 ; 
Headnote 2, part 2, schedule 3; and 
Headnote 3, subpart A, part 7, schedule 7. 


TSUS items: 

170.22 170.44 175.11 
170.23 170.47 175.12 
170.24 170.48 176.05 
170.26 170.49 176.06 
170.27 170.62 176.07 
170.29 170.63 176.08 
170.31 170.64 176.09 
170.33 170.68 176.10 
170.34 170.70 176.11 
170.36 170.74 176.12 
170.37 170.75 176.13 
170.42 170.76 745.21 
170.43 175.10 745.22 


Sec. 2. The article descriptions, including superior 
headings, for TSUS items 175.09 and 176.04 are amend- 
ed to read, respectively, ““Copra” and “Coconut Oil”. 

Sec. 3. A column entitled “GSP” is added to the left 
of, and adjacent to, the column entitled “Item” on each 
page of schedules 1 through 7 of the TSUS. The desig- 
nations “A” or “A*’”, as specified in general headnote 
3(c) (ii) of the TSUS, as added by Section 9 of this 
Order, shall be placed in the column entitled “GSP” op- 
posite the TSUS item number of each article which has 
been designated as an eligible article for purposes of the 
Generalized System of Preferences. 
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Sec. 4. In order to subdivide existing items for purposes 
of the Generalized System of Preferences, the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States are amended as provided 
in Annex I, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. The articles, identified by item numbers of the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States, as modified by this 
Order, set forth in Annex II and Annex III, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof, are designated, pursuant 
to Section 503 of the Trade Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 2069, 
19 U.SC. 2463), as eligible articles for purposes of the 
Generalized System of Preferences, and shall be given 
duty-free treatment as set forth in General Headnote 3 (c) 
of the TSUS, as added by Section 9 of this Order. 

Sec. 6. The designation “A” shall be inserted in the 
column entitled “GSP” of the TSUS, as modified by this 
Order, opposite the TSUS item numbers set forth in 
Annex II of this Order. 

Sec. 7. The designation ‘“‘A*” shall be inserted in the 
column entitled “GSP” of the TSUS, as modified by this 
Order, opposite the TSUS item numbers set forth in An- 
nex ITI of this Order. 

Sec. 8. The countries set forth in General Headnote 
3(c) (i) of the TSUS, as added by Section 9 of this Order, 
are hereby designated as beneficiary developing countries. 

Sec. 9. A new General Headnote 3(c) of the TSUS is 
hereby added as follows: 

“(c) Products of Countries Designated Beneficiary Developing 
=. for Purposes of the Generalized System of Preferences 

“(i) The follow:ng countries and territories are designated bene- 
ficiary developing countries for purposes of the Generalized System 


of Preferences, provided for in Title V of the Trade Act of 1974 
(88 Stat. 2066, 19 U.S.C. 2461 et seq.): 


“(a) Independent Countries 


“(a) Independent Countries—Continued 


Morocco Sri Lanka 
Mozambique Sudan 

Nauru Surinam 

Nepal Swaziland 

Nicaragua Syria 

Niger Taiwan 

Oman Tanzania 

Pakistan Thailand 

Panama Togo 

Papua New Guinea Tonga 

Paraguay Trinidad and Tobago 
Peru Tunisia 

Philippines Turkey 

Romania Upper Volta 
Rwanda Uruguay 

Sao Tome and Principe Western Samoa 
Senegal Yemen Arab Republic 
Sierra Leone Yugoslavia 

Singapore Zaire 

Somalia Zambia 


“(b) Non-Independent Countries and Territories 


Afars and Issas, French Terri- Macao 
tory of the Montserrat 
Antigua Netherlands Antilles 
Belize New Caledonia 
Bermuda New Hebrides Condominium 


British Indian Ocean Territory 
British Solomon Islands 

Brunei 

Cayman Islands 

Christmas Island (Australia) 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
Comora Islands 

Cook Islands 


Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Pitcairn Island 

Portuguese Timor 

Saint Christopher—Nevis- 
Anguilla 

Saint Helena 

Saint Lucia 


Dominica Saint Vincent 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and Seychelles 
Dependencies Spanish Sahara 

French Polynesia Tokelau Islands 

Gibraltar Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Islands 

Heard Island and McDonald Turks and Caicos Islands 
Islands Virgin Islands, British 

Hong Kong Wallis and Futuna Islands 





“(ii) Articles for which the designations “A” or “A*” appear in 
the column entitled “GSP” of the schedules are those designated by 
the President to be eligible articles for purposes of the GSP pur- 
suant to Section 503 of the Trade Act. The designation “A” sig- 
nifies that all beneficiary developing countries are eligible for pref- 
erential treatment with respect to all articles provided for in the 
designated TSUS item, while the designation “A*” indicates that 
certain beneficiary developing countries, specifically enumerated in 
subdivision (c) (iii) of this headnote, are not eligible for such 
preferential treatment with regard to any article provided for in 
the designated TSUS item. Whenever an eligible article is imported 
into the customs territory of the United States directly from a coun- 
try or territory listed in subdivision (c) (i) of this headnote, it shall 
receive duty-free treatment, unless excluded from such treatment by 
subdivision (c) (iii) of this headnote, provided that, in accordance 
with regulations promulgated by the Secretary of the Treasury: 

“(A) The sum of (1) the cost or value of the materials produced 
in the beneficiary developing country, plus (2) the direct costs of 
processing operations performed in such country is not less than 35 
percent of the appraised value of such article at the time of its 


Afghanistan Gambia 

Angola Ghana 

Argentina Grenada 

Bahamas Guatemala 

Bahrain Guinea 

Bangladesh Guinea Bissau 

Barbados Guyana 

Bhutan Haiti 

Bolivia Honduras 

Botswana India 

Brazil Israel 

Burma Ivory Coast 

Burundi Jamaica 

Cameroon Jordan 

Cape Verde Kenya 

Central African Republic Korea, Republic of 

Chad Laos 

Chile Lebanon 

Colombia Lesotho 

Congo (Brazzaville) Liberia 

Costa Rica Malagasy Republic 

Cyprus Malawi 

Dahomey Malaysia 

Dominican Republic Maldive Islands 
t Mali 

El Salvador Malta 

Equatorial Guinea Mauritania 

Ethiopia Mauritius 

Fiji Mexico 


entry into the customs territory of the United States; or 

“(B) The sum of (1) the cost or value of the material produced 
in two or more beneficiary developing countries which are members 
of the same association of countries which is treated as one country 
under Section 502(a) (3) of the Trade Act, plus (2) the direct cost 
of processing operations performed in such countries is not less than 
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50 percent of the appraised value of such article at the time of its 
entry into the customs territory of the United States; 

“and provided further that, for the purposes of (A) above, the term 
“country” does not include an association of countries which is 
treated as one country under Section 502(a) (3) of the Trade Act, 
but does include a country which is a member of any such 
association. 

“(iii) The following designated eligible articles provided for in 
TSUS item numbers preceded by the designation “A*”, if imported 
from a beneficiary developing country set opposite the TSUS item 
numbers listed below, are not entitled to the duty-free treatment 
provided for in subdivision (c) (ii) of this headnote: 






































































































































































































































TSUS Country or 
item No. territory 
106.60 India. 
106.70 Nicaragua. 
107.48 Argentina. 
111.15 Mexico. 
121.50 Yugoslavia. 
121.52 India. 
121.54 -- India. 
130.40 Mexico. 
130.63 Mexico. 
131.35 Hong Kong. 
135.80 Nicaragua. 
135.90 Mexico. 
136.00 Dominican Republic. 
136.80 Mexico. 
136.98___ Dominican Republic. 
137.40 Mexico. 
137.75 Costa Rica. 
138.05 Mexico. 
140.09 Thailand. 
140.14 Thailand. 
140.16 Ethiopia. 
141.35 Turkey. 
141.55 Dominican Republic. 
141.70. Republic of China (Taiwan). 
145.24__ Mexico. 
145.60 Republic of China (Taiwan). 
146.12 Argentina. 
146.44 Philippine Republic. 
147.33 Jamaica. 
Te: aewabsoet eee Mexico. 
148.35 Mexico. 
148.72 Chile. 
148.77 Republic of Korea. 
149.15 Dominican Republic. 
149.50 Dominican Republic. 
152.00 Philippine Republic. 
152.43 Dominican Republic. 
152.72 Honduras. 
153.02 Dominican Republic. 
153.08 Dominican Republic. 
155.20 Argentina. 
Brazil. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Colombia. 
Costa Rica. 
Dominican Republic. 
Guatemala. 
Guyana. 
India. 
Jamaica. 
Mexico. 
Peru. 
Philippine Republic. 
155.35 - Dominican Republic. 
155.40__ Mexico. 
155.75 Mexico. 
156.45_ Mexico. 
168.15 Trinidad. 
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TSUS 
item No. 
168.18_ s fee 
TOOLS ee er ee ee 
168.50 














192.85 
$0091... 
202.60 
202.62 
206.45 
206.60. 









































240.38 cae 





245.45 x 







































































364.35 eerie 























421.46____ 
421.90 
422.76 = 
425.32 
426.94 
428.92 
437.16 
437.64 
446.10 
455.16 
461.05 
461.15 
465.70 
470.57___ 
472.48___ 
473.36 
473.52 
473.56 
493.20 
493.21 

































































Country or 
territory 
Peru. 
Peru. 
Mexico. 
Brazil. 
Brazil. 
Mexico. 
Mexico. 
Mexico. 
Thailand. 
Mexico. 
Philippine Republic. 
Mexico. 
Haiti. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Philippine Republic. 
Brazil. 
Brazil. 
Republic of Korea. 
Philippine Republic. 
Singapore. 
Surinam. 
Republic of Korea. 
Mexico. 
Philippine Republic. 
Republic of Korea. 
Mexico. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
Philippine Republic. 


Republic of China (Taiwan). 


Peru. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
India. 
Mexico. 
India. 


Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 


Colombia. 
Pakistan. 
Mexico. 
Turkey. 
Israel. 
Chile. 
Turkey. 
Mexico. 
Peru. 
Mexico. 
Mexico. 
Israel. 
Mexico. 
India. 
Brazil. 
Malaysia. 
Nicaragua. 
Israel. 
Bermuda. 
Argentina. 
Argentina. 
Cyprus. 
Cyprus. 
Mexico. 
Mexico. 


Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
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TSUS 
item No. 
§11.31_ 





511.41_- 








511.51 





512.44__ 
514.11_ 





514.54 





516.71 





516.73 








516.76 





517.21 
517.24 





518.41 





520.35 





520.37_ 








523.61 





531.04 
535.31 





540.47 





544.11 





545.53 





545.65___ 
547.51 








602.30 





603.45 





605.60 








610.56 
612.03 





612.06 








613.18 
618.29 





624.42 





628.90 





646.06 





646.82 





646.86 





646.98 





647.10. 





649.37 





650.87 





651.01 





652.36 





653.85 





656.20 





661.65 





672.10 





676.20. 





676.52 





678.50 





683.80___ 
684.50 








685.24 





685.90 





686.30. 





688.10 





688.40 





692.27 





694.60. 





696.35 





702.08 





702.14 





702.35 





702.45 





703.20 





703.65 





706.40 





708.41 
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Country or 


territory 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Dominican Republic. 

Mexico. 

India. 

India. 

India. 

Malagasy Republic. 

Malagasy Republic. 

Mexico. 

Thailand. 

Hong Kong. 

Mexico. 

Yugoslavia. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Peru. 

Philippine Republic. 
Republic of Korea. 

Mexico. 

India. 

Chile. 

Peru. 

Chile. 

Yugoslavia. 

Israel. 

Republic of Korea. 

Mexico. 

Chile. 

Hong Kong. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Mexico. 

Mexico 

Mexico. 

Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Israel. 

Hong Kong. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Republic of Korea. 

Singapore. 

Mexico. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Mexico. 

Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong. 
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TSUS 
item No. 























750.39=_ 
730.41 
730.65 
731.30 i 
731.50 ae 

734.10 = 
734.25 
734.30_ 





























734.51 ou 3 
i 
734.56 
734.60 


























750.35___ 
750.40 
751.20 
































791.20 
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Country or 
territory 
Mexico. 
Israel. 
Mexico. 
Hong Kong. 
Pakistan. 
Mexico. 
Brazil. 
Brazil. 
Brazil. 
Yugoslavia. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of Korea. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of Korea. 
Haiti. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Mexico. 
Hong Kong. 
Yugoslavia. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Mexico. 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of Korea. 
India. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 
Republic of China (Taiwan). 
Republic of Korea. 
Brazil. 
Philippine Republic. 
Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong. 


Sec. 10. The provisions of this Order shall be effective 
with respect to articles that are both (1) imported, and 
(2) (a) entered for consumption or (b) withdrawn from 
warehouse for consumption on or after the effective date 


of this Order. 


Sec. 11. Executive Order No. 11844 of March 24, 


1975, is superseded. 


Sec. 12. This Order shall be effective on January 1, 


1976. 


The White House, 
November 24, 1975. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:55 p.m. 
November 24, 1975] 


NOTE: The annexes attached to and made a part of the Executive 
order are printed in Part III of the Federal Register of November 26, 


1975. 
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Dinner Honoring the Judiciary 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Chief 
Justice of the United States Warren E. Burger. 
November 24, 1975 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Chief Justice, distinguished mem- 
bers of the judicial system, both Federal and State, hon- 
ored guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been said that the law is the only profession in 
which the practitioner can produce something that is 200 
pages in length and still have it called a brief. [Laughter] 

Well, tonight let me assure you that the brief I am 
about to present will be very. This dinner revives an 
annual White House custom of past years to recognize the 
vital contribution of the Federal judiciary to the mainte- 
nance of a free republic. 

Betty and I are delighted to—and I should say highly 
honored—by the presence of so many distinguished jurists 
and their spouses. It is appropriate, in my judgment, to 
restore the customs as we approach this Bicentennial. It 
is vital, as I see it, to renew our gratitude to the great 
Americans who conceived the American system of 
government. 

They understood that government under law with its 
proven checks and balances is the firmest pillar of this 
Nation’s freedom. With a clear understanding of history, 
the framers knew that an independent judiciary, the 
guardian of a written Constitution, is essential to the pres- 
ervation of individual liberties under a government of 
limited powers. 

Our strong judicial system offers the world an example 
of how an independent judiciary can restrain the other 
branches of government when they overreach and, on 
occasion, force them to meet their responsibilities under 
our Constitution. 


The American legal system we all know has produced 
many giants of law, both of the bench and of the bar. 
They symbolize the genius and the wisdom of two cen- 
turies of jurisprudence which has produced from men and 
women of widely differing political philosophies a great 
historical precedent. 


It seems to me, Mr. Chief Justice, that our great pride 
is not only in a few qutstanding individuals, it is in the 
many able and honest jurists whose daily performance 
gives our entire judiciary a well-deserved reputation for 
competence and total integrity. 


The judiciary, as I see it, truly represents the broadest 
and the deepest respect of the American people. As one of 
the three separate branches of the Federal Government, 
the judiciary also deserves the highest respect .of the Con- 
gress and the executive branch of the Government. 

In this spirit, Mr. Chief Justice, I am honored to pro- 
pose a toast to you for your dedicated work on behalf of 
all Americans. And I thank you and your colleagues for 
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being with both Betty and myself on this occasion this 
evening. You and your associates in the judicial branch 
of the Government have kept the Constitution alive and 
I should say vigorous for 186 years. And it remains today 
our strongest guarantee of freedom for the future. 

And with that, to you, Mr. Chief Justice, all that you 
and your associates represent. 

Cuter Justice Burcer. Mr. President, Mrs. Ford, Mr. 
Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, my brothers of 
the judiciary, and my sisters of the judiciary, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

Mr. President, you and Mrs. Ford have done more 
than restore an ancient tradition, and a very pleasant and 
happy tradition that goes back literally, as you suggest, 
186 years. And I was reminded of it as I had the pleasure 
of visiting with Mrs. Ford and Mrs. House, the wife of 
the chief justice of Connecticut, of a gift that was recently 
made to the newly formed Supreme Court historical so- 
ciety of which my brother, Tom Clark, is chairman. The 
gift is a small card, not much bigger than one of the place- 
cards, perhaps half as big as the menu, and it reads some- 
thing like this: “Mrs. Washington and I request the henor 
of the presence of Judge Cushing’”—they were called 
Judges not Justices then—“for dinner at our house on 
Thursday”—naming the date—‘“at 8:00 p.m.,” signed 
personally by George Washington, not by some staff mem- 
ber. [Laughter] 

That is now a treasured item in the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the custody technically of its his- 
torical society. 

And, Mr. President, you and Mrs. Ford, perhaps, do 
not sense it as much as we do, your guests tonight, that 
you have not only revived a splendid and ancient custom 
by inviting the Federal judges to your house, the people’s 
house—Mrs. Ford reminded me that this is her name for 
the White House—you have honored our colleagues of 
the State courts by inviting distinguished leaders of the 
highest courts of the States who, in the time of George 
Washington and for many years thereafter, were regarded 
not as equals, but much superior to Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

I don’t think we would want to give that up, with all 
deference to our brothers and sisters of the State courts, 
but we would like to maintain parity and you have, of 
course, in inviting us tonight, the Federal judges and the 
State judges, you have invited us as representatives of our 
colleagues. And I will presume to speak with leave, sir, 
for both the Federal and the State judges and say that we 
are all very grateful to you for your hospitality and for the 
honor you do us by inviting us to your house. 

And with your leave, I will ask that the guests, your 
guests, President and Mrs. Ford, rise while I have the 
honor to propose a toast to the President of the United 
States. 


NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 10:04 p.m. in the State 
Dining Room at the White House. 
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National Commission on the 
Observance of International Women’s 


Year, 1975 


Executive Order 11889. November 25, 1975 


AmENDING ExecuTIve Orper No. 11832 or January 9, 
1975, To ExTEND THE EXISTENCE OF THE NATIONAL 
CoMMISSION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONAL 
Women’s Year, 1975 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and the statutes of the United States of America, 
including Section 204 of the Supplemental Appropria- 
tions Act, 1975 (P.L. 93-554, 88 Stat. 1784) and the 
State Department appropriations act for 1976 (P.L. 94— 
121), and as President of the United States of America, 
Section 2(h) of Executive Order No. 11832 of January 9, 
1975, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

“The Commission shall, to the extent funds are avail- 
able, continue its work through June 30, 1976, and shall 
submit a final report on its activities to the President 
within thirty days thereafter, at which time the Com- 
mission shall terminate.”’. 


GERALD R. Forp 


The White House, 
November 25, 1975. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:59 a.m.. 
November 25, 1975] 


Recognition of the Republic 
of Surinam 


The President’s Letter to President Johan Henri Eliza 
Ferrier of Surinam. November 25, 1975 


Dear Mr. President: 

I am pleased to send to the Government and people of 
Surinam my congratulations and the best wishes of the 
American people upon the attainment of your nation’s 


independence. At the same time I extend to you the recog- 
nition of the United States Government and express my 
hope that, with your agreement, diplomatic relations can 
be established promptly between our two countries at 
the Ambassadorial level. 

We are fortunate in having a tradition of friendly rela- 
tions between our peoples upon which we can build a 
cooperative relationship. 

The United States shares the aspirations of your Gov- 
ernment for the progress and welfare of the people of 
Surinam. We look forward to engaging in close and 
friendly relations aimed at prosperity in the Hemisphere 
and peace in the world. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
NOTE: Surinam’s independence from the Netherlands was officially 
proclaimed in Paramaribo, Surinam on November 25, 1975. The 


United States was represented at the independence ceremony by a 
delegation led by Secretary of the Navy J. William Middendorf II. 


Thanksgiving Day, 1975 


The President’s Remarks Recorded for Use on Radio 
and Television. November 26, 1975 


As Americans celebrate Thanksgiving Day we once 
more count our bountiful blessings. We give thanks, first 
and foremost, to the Supreme Creator. We are thankful 
that our Nation is at peace. 

This holiday reminds us of our duty to provide respon- 
sibly for the needs of our families and of our neighbors— 
the same values that guided those who celebrated our first 
Thanksgiving. 

We recognize anew our national motto which proclaims 
“In God We Trust.” We continue to trust. Our faith has 
been vindicated as we approach a Bicentennial of national 
thanksgiving. 

Our belief in America’s goodness, in America’s great- 
ness, and in America’s future, continues to inspire us. 

In that spirit, my family and I gratefully give thanks 
and wish all of you a very happy Thanksgiving Day. 


NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded in the Cabinet Room 
at 1:55 p.m. on November 25, 1975. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
NOVEMBER 26, 1975 


THE PRESENT. Will you sit down, please. 


New York Ciry’s FINANCIAL SITUATION 


Good evening. Before we go to questions, I would like to comment 
briefly on recent developments in New York. Since early this year, and 
particularly in the last few weeks, the leaders of New York State and of 
New York City have been working to overcome the financial difficulties 
of the city which as a result of many years of unsound fiscal practices, 
unbalanced budgets, and increased borrowing, threaten to bring about 
municipal bankruptcy of an unprecedented magnitude. 

As you know, I have been steadfastly opposed to any Federal help 
for New York City which would permit them to avoid responsibility for 
managing their own affairs. I will not allow the taxpayers of other States 
and cities to pay the price of New York’s past political errors. It is im- 
portant to all of us that the fiscal integrity of New York City be restored 
and that the personal security of 8 million Americans in New York City 
be fully assured. 

It has always been my hope that the leaders of New York, when the 
chips were down, face up to their responsibilities and take the tough 
decisions that the facts of the situation require. That is still my hope, and 
I must say that it is much, much closer to reality today than it was last 
spring. 

I have, quite frankly, been surprised that they have come as far as 
they have. I doubted that they would act unless ordered to do so by a 
Federal court. Only in the last month after I made it clear that New York 
would have to solve its fundamental financial problems without the help 
of the Federal taxpayer has there been a concerted effort to put the 
finances of the city and the State on a sound basis. They have today 
informed me of the specifics of New York’s self-help program. 

This includes: meaningful spending cuts have been approved to 
reduce the cost of running the city; two, more than $200 million in new 
taxes have been voted; three, payments to the city’s noteholders will be 
postponed and interest payments will be reduced through the passage of 
legislation by New York State; four, banks and other large institutions 
will have agreed to wait to collect on their loans and to accept lower 
interest rates; five, for the first time in years members of municipal 
unions will be required to bear part of the cost of pension contributions 
and other reforms will be made in union pension plans; six, the city pension 
system is to provide additional loans up to $2.5 billion to the city. All of 
these steps, adding up to $4 billion, are part of an effort to provide 
financing and to bring the city’s budget into balance by the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 1977. 

Only a few months ago we were told that all of these reforms were 
impossible and could not be accomplished by New York alone. Today 
they are being done. 
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This is a realistic program. I want to commend all of those involved 
in New York City and New York State for their constructive efforts to 
date. I have been closely watching their progress in meeting their problem. 

However, in the next few months New York will lack enough funds 
to cover its day-to-day operating expenses. This problem is caused by the 
city having to pay its bills on a daily basis throughout the year while the 
bulk of its revenues are received during the spring. Most cities are able 
to borrow short-term funds to cover these needs, traditionally repaying 
them within their fiscal year. 

Because the private credit markets may remain closed to them, 
representatives of New York have informed me and my Administration 
that they have acted in good faith, but they still need to borrow money 
on a short-term basis for a period of time each of the next 2 years in order 
to provide essential services to the 8 million Americans who live in the 
Nation’s largest city. 

Therefore, I have decided to ask the Congress when it returns from 
recess for authority to provide a temporary line of credit to the State of 
New York to enable it to supply seasonal financing of essential services 
for the people of New York City. 


There will be stringent conditions. Funds would be loaned to the 
State on a seasonal basis, normally from July through March, to be repaid 
with interest in April, May, and June, when the bulk of the city’s 
revenues comes in. All Federal loans will be repaid in full at the end of 
each year. 

There will be no cost to the rest of the taxpayers of the United 
States. 

This is only the beginning of New York’s recovery process, and not 
the end. New York officials must continue to accept primary responsi- 
bility. There must be no misunderstanding of my position. If local parties 
fail to carry out their plan, I am prepared to stop even the seasonal 
Federal assistance. 


I again ask the Congress promptly to amend the Federal bankruptcy 
laws so that if the New York plan fails, there will be an orderly procedure 
available. A fundamental issue is involved here—sound fiscal manage- 
ment is an imperative of self-goverriment. I trust we have all learned the 
hard lesson that no individual, no family, no business, no city, no State, 
and no nation can go on indefinitely spending more money than it takes in. 

As we count our Thanksgiving blessings, we recall that Americans 
have always believed in helping those who help themselves. New York has 
finally taken the tough decisions it had to take to help itself. In making 
the required sacrifices, the people of New York have earned the encour- 
agement of the rest of the country. 

Mr. Cormier [Frank Cormier, Associated Press]. 





QuESTIONS Tue Present. The amount in the proposed legis- 
lation, which is a maximum ceiling, not necessarily would 
they have to go up to the ceiling, but the figure is $2,300 

Q. Mr. President, I notice that you don’t put any million per year, all of it to be repaid at the end of each 
dollar figure on the amount of the loans that you would _ fiscal year. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO NEW YORK CITY 


be offering. I wonder if you could supply us with a figure The reason we made it a loan rather than a loan 
and, also, why were loans necessary rather than loan _ guarantee is very simple. It is a much cleaner transaction 
guarantees? between the Federal Government and the State and/or 
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the city. If you have a loan guarantee, you involve other 
parties. And we think it is much better, we have better 
control over it, if we make it a direct loan from the Fed- 
eral Government. 


U.S. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. Mr. President, in view of recent revelations, are 
you fully satisfied that you are aware of everything that 
the CIA does since you became President, and do you 
accept full responsibility? 

Tue Presment. Miss Thomas [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], I certainly hope that I am 
fully aware of everything the CIA is doing. I can assure 
you that if I am not fully informed, I will welcome any 
information that people may have that I don’t know 
about. But I have specifically asked for all information 
that I think I need concerning matters of the CIA. 

Q. Can you say what steps you are taking to guar- 
antee that the American people will never again learn 
that a Federal agency plotted on the life of a foreign 
leader or tried to defame a domestic leader like Martin 
Luther King? 

Tue Present. I have issued specific instructions 
to the U.S. intelligence agencies that under no circum- 
stances should any agency in this Government, while I am 
President, participate in or plan for any assassination of 
a foreign leader. Equally emphatic instructions have gone 
to any domestic agency of the Federal Government and/ 
or the CIA, or intelligence agencies, that they should not 
violate the law involving the right of privacy of any in- 
dividual in the United States. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO NEW YORK CITY 


Q. Mr. President, in a nationally televised speech before 
the National Press Club on October 29, you said, and I 
quote, “I can tell you now that I am prepared to veto any 
bill that has as its purpose a Federal bail-out of New York 
City to prevent a default,” end of the quote. What has 
happened in the interim, sir, to make you change your 
mind? And secondly, do you regard your proposal as a 
Federal bail-out of New York City? 

Tue PresivenT. The answer is very simple. New York 
has bailed itself out because on October 29, when I made 
the speech before the Press Club, it was anticipated that 
on June 30 of 1976, there would be a cash deficit of 
$3,950 million in the New York City situation. Under 
the plan that I have embraced, on June 30, 1976, New 
York City will have a zero cash balance. So New York 
City, by what they have done in conjunction with New 
York State, with the noteholders, with the labor organiza- 
tion, the pension fund people, they have bailed out 
themselves. 

Q. The private sector will not invest in New York City 
apparently because they think it is too great of a gamble 
to invest any longer in New York City. Can you tell us 
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why you are willing to risk Federal money in investing 
in New York City when the private sector thinks the risks 
are too great? 

Tue Present. Unfortunately, because a period of 10 
or 12 years where the finances of New York City have 
been badly handled, there has been a loss of confidence 
in the private money markets. In order to get New York 
City to restore their credibility in the money markets, 
they have taken these steps which have eliminated $3.95 
billion cash deficit. And by the fiscal year that begins 
July 1, 1977, they will be on a balanced budget basis. 

Therefore, in the interim while they are restoring their 
credit credibility, I decided that it was needed and neces- 
sary to give short-term financing on a seasonal basis. This, 
I think, is what we can do without any loss of taxpayers’ 
money. And let me show you what the precautions are 
that we have taken. 

We have said that the money will be loaned to New 
York City at a rate no less than the Federal Government 
borrows itself and with the option of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to impose an additional up to 1 percent on the 
city when they do borrow from us. And secondly, we 
include in the legislation a lien for the Federal Govern- 
ment so that the Federal Government has a priority claim 
against any other creditor for the repayment of any sea- 
sonal loan made by the Federal Government. 

The net result is the Federal Government will be held 
harmless and the taxpayers won’t have to lose a penny, 
and the city of New York will straighten out its fiscal 
situation. 

Q. That is a pretty good deal—1 percent loan. What 
will you do tomorrow when other mayors around the coun- 
try call up and say, “Mr. President, how do we get in 
on that?” 

Tue Preswent. Mr. Schieffer [Bob Schieffer, CBS 
News], I think you misunderstood. They will have to pay 
the same interest rate that the Federal Government pays 
when it borrows money, plus up to 1 percent extra. So 
they are in effect reimbursing us over and above what the 
Federal Government has to pay to borrow its money. 

Q. That is still a good deal. 

THe PresipeNnt. Well, if the Federal Government is 
paying 6 percent, then the city of New York will have to 
pay whatever the difference is. Now other cities, we hope, 
won’t have to be in that situation. 


STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, have the Soviets offered any kind 
of proposal that could be considered enough of a break- 
through in the SALT talks to justify a visit to Moscow by 
Dr. Kissinger after the China trip? 

Tue Present. Well, we are, of course, in communi- 
cation with the Soviet officials trying to narrow the dif- 
ferences between our last proposal and their last proposal. 
I can’t say this evening that the differences have yet been 
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sufficiently narrowed to justify that the Secretary go to 
Moscow, but I think it is worthwhile to continue the proc- 
ess. And if we decide that it looks reasonably optimistic, 
the prospects are that the Secretary will go to Moscow. 
Q. Then if he goes to Moscow, it will signal a break- 
through, is that correct, Mr. President? 
Tue Present. It will signify there has been signifi- 


cant progress. 
THE PRESIDENT’S TRIP TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, you do leave for China on Saturday. 
Do you foresee making any progress on any substantive 
matters there and, if so, in what areas? 

Tue Preswent. I believe that it is always advanta- 
geous for the heads of Government of two nations, our 
Nation with 214 million people and the Chinese leaders of 
a country with 800-plus million people, to sit down and 
talk about our areas of agreement and to discuss how we 
can eliminate any areas of disagreement. It is vitally im- 
portant that we consult rather than confront. And I can’t 
tell you particularly what the outcome will be on a sub- 
stantive basis, it will depend on how the talks go, but I 
think it is very worthwhile for those meetings to be held. 

Q. Would you say it is worthwhile from a symbolic 
standpoint because that you have set a meeting and must 
follow through with it or can it amount to more than that? 

Tue Present. I think it is definitely a meeting that 
can have far more meaning than symbolism. I think that 
the meetings, the talks, can and will be constructive. 


1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, will you agree to a debate with 
Ronald Reagan during the Republican primaries? 

THE Present. I have always found that debates are 
helpful when the views of the participants are not well- 
known. In my case, my views on matters are known vir- 
tually every day. I have to make decisions where the pub- 
lic knows how I feel on this issue or that issue or any other 
issue, and, of course, between now and February 24 I 
have a fairly busy schedule. I am going to be preparing for 
the State of the Union Message, I will be putting together 
the Federal budget, and in the meantime, I will be sign- 
ing or vetoing a lot of legislation. So my views will be very 
well-known by everybody. So at the present time I can’t 
make any commitment as to whether or not there should 
or should not be any such debate. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO NEW YORK CITY 


Q. Mr. President, Mayor Beame in New York was ask- 
ing as long ago as September for short-term Federal as- 
sistance. How is the plan that you propose tonight dif- 
ferent from what he was seeking then? 

Tue Present. Significantly different. As I pointed 
out a minute ago, when the Governor and the Mayor were 


asking for any kind of help, short-term or long-term, there 
was the anticipated deficit for the current fiscal year in 
New York City of $4 billion. In the meantime, the Mayor 
and the other public officials in New York City, along with 
the help of private citizens, have reduced that fiscal 
deficit for this current year to zero. So there is quite a 
different circumstance. 

Q. Well, you seem to be suggesting, Mr. President, that 
your opposition earlier to assistance for New York was 
based primarily on a tactical maneuver to get them to 
make the hard decisions that you say they have now made. 
Why couldn’t you have said then that the aid would be 
forthcoming if they did all those things? 

THE PresiwenTt. Well, we have always felt they could 
do enough, but only because we were firm have they 
moved ahead to accomplish what they have done now 
which is a bail-out of New York City by New York of- 
ficials. If we had shown any give, I think they would not 
have made the hard decisions that they have made in the 
last week or so. 


SUPREME COURT VACANCY 


Q. Mr. President, will you be submitting your nomina- 
tion to fill the Douglas vacancy on the Court before your 
departure for China? 

THE PreEsIwENT. I will not submit it before I go to 
China. I will submit it as quickly as I possibly can because 
I think it is vitally important that that vacancy on the 
Court be filled, if at all possible, by the time Congress 
adjourns in this session. So, we are expediting the process, 
and we will submit the name as rapidly as possible. 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Q. Mr. President, the Senate Intelligence Committee 
has documented widespread efforts by the FBI to discredit 
Dr. Martin Luther King before he was assassinated, as 
you know. And I just wondered, do you think the Federal 
Government and you, as President, have any responsibility 
now to see that those who were responsible for that are 
either purged from government service if they still are in 
government service, or prosecuted if the statute of limita- 
tions has not run out on them? 

Tue Present. I certainly condemn those actions 
which were taken regarding Martin Luther King. I think 
it is abhorrent to all Americans, including myself. Whether 
or not we can identify the individuals, if they are still alive, 
is difficult, but I certainly will consult with the Attorney 
General regarding that matter. 

Q. You think an effort should be made, though, to 
identify those people? 

THE Present. I think so. 


1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. What reaction, sir, do you have to the statement of 
Senator Mathias that he may be forming a third force 
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movement, and who do you think that would hurt or help 
if he does? 

Tue Present. I strongly believe, Mr. Cannon [Lou 
Cannon, Washington Post], in a two-party system. It has 
served our country very well over a long period of time, 
and, therefore, I would hope that all Democrats would 
participate in their party convention and run as a candi- 
date in their primaries. And I would hope that we would 
have a similar situation in the Republican Party, The two- 
party system is so valuable, has served us so well, I can’t 
believe that a multiplication of political parties will be 
beneficial. 

Q. Have you attempted to communicate this personally 
to Senator Mathias, or do you plan to do so? 

Tue Preswent. I have not communicated with him. 
And I would just hope that Senator Mathias would con- 
tinue to be a good Republican, as he has been over the 
good many years that I have known him. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO NEW YORK CITY 


Q. Some Congressional leaders are saying that it may 
not be possible to enact New York City legislation in time 
to avert a default by December 11. Does the Administra- 
tion have a plan to respond if this does occur? 

THe Preswent. The bill that I am submitting to the 
Congress is about a two- or three-page bill. It is very sim- 
ple. I think Congress can take it, hold hearings, and act 
within a very short period of time, and I see no reason for 
any delay whatsoever. And I am confident they will. 

Q. Is there a contingency plan, sir, in the event Con- 
gress does not act in time to avert default on December 11? 

Tue Preswent. I asked earlier, as I’m sure you know, 
for a change in the Federal bankruptcy law. That legisla- 
tion is in the House and Senate committees; hearings have 
been held. If they want to take a precautionary measure— 
I don’t advocate it—they could enact the change in the 
Federal bankruptcy law. I would rather have them take 
what I am sending up the day they get back from recess 
so we don’t have to go through the process of Federal 
bankruptcy. 


1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, may I follow up on the Mathias 
question? Do you share Senator Mathias’ concern that 
there is a Republican drift to the right, away from the 
central center voters, and that this might cost you the 
election? 


THE Presivent. I am certainly not drifting away from 
my traditional position, which is in the middle of the 
political spectrum in the Republican Party. 

Q. You will recall, I am sure, the days when—the 
football days when Stagg used to fear Purdue. My ques- 


tion is, do you fear Ronald Reagan, that he might beat 
you? 
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Tue Present. I don’t think so at all, and I am 
looking forward to a good campaign between now and 
November of 1976. 

Q. Do you think that he is doing you a favor by run- 
ning against you in the primaries, or is this likely to be 
divisive? 

Tue PresipenT. I am not going to speculate on that, 
Mr. Sperling [Godfrey Sperling, Jr., Christian Science 
Monitor]. I am a candidate, I’m going to run on my 
record—TI think it is a good record—and I look forward 
to the campaign between now and next November. 


SUPREME COURT VACANCY 


Q. Mr. President, it is reported that Mrs. Ford is press- 
ing you to appoint a woman to the Supreme Court. And 
I wondered if you could tell us what luck she is having 
and what influence she has on the positions that you take 
in governmental matters such as this and others? 


Tue PresivenT. She does propagandize me on a num- 
ber of matters. She obviously has a great deal of influ- 
ence. We have discussed this but I don’t think I should 
indicate in any way whatsoever any individual that I 
might be considering. 

As you may have noted in the list that was submitted 
by the Attorney General, there were two women—the 
Secretary of HUD, Carla Hills, and Judge Cornelia Ken- 
nedy of the district court in the city of Detroit. They are 
being considered. I am sure that Betty would be very 
pleased but I am not making any commitment at this time. 


Q. Mr. President, does she lead you to a more “liberal” 
position on things? 

THE Present. She, I think, has the identical political 
philosophy that I have. 


1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, are you willing to take the pledge 
that Governor Reagan has, not to speak ill of other Repub- 
licans, to observe the so-called 11th commandment? 

THE Present. You are speaking of the 11th com- 
mandment? 

Q. Right. 

THE Preswent. I have always thought that the first 
Ten Commandments were pretty good guidelines for most 
Americans and I am going to abide by the first ten. I think 
they will take care of the situation. 


FORD-BREZHNEV MEETING PREREQUISITES 


Q. Mr. President, there has been increased speculation 
that there may be another Ford-Brezhnev get-together in 
the works in either December or January, perhaps when 
and if Secretary Brezhnev goes to Cuba. Can we expect a 
Ford-Brezhnev get-together in the next 2 months? 
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Tue Present. As I said earlier, at the present time 
on the SALT II negotiations we are making some head- 
way but we have not come close enough to justify Secre- 
tary Kissinger going to Moscow and certainly not to justify 
a meeting between Secretary Brezhnev and myself. 

On the other hand, we are going to pursue as much as 
we can and maintain our own position of strength be- 
cause I think it is in the national interest to put a cap on 
the strategic arms race. But I can’t forecast at this time if 
and when any such meetings will be held. 

Q. Well, do you think it would be helpful to have a 
Ford-Brezhnev meeting to perhaps break the SALT dead- 
lock or are we still insisting on an agreement in SALT 
as a prerequisite for any Ford-Brezhnev meeting? 

Tue Present. I believe that Mr. Brezhnev and I 
should not meet until we make additional progress. 


ABA’S ROLE IN SUPREME COURT SELECTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, in the past the American Bar As- 
sociation has had great input on the selection of judicial 
appointees, and I was wondering how you feel about this, 
whether the ABA’s Judicial Committee should have a veto 
on your judicial appointments? 

Tue Present. The ABA—the American Bar Asso- 
ciation—has done a fine, fine job under very tough cir- 
cumstances in analyzing the legal qualifications of some 
15 or more names that have been submitted to them, and 
I thank the American Bar Association for their very, very 
great cooperation. But I don’t think in the final analysis 
they should have a veto over the person that I select. 


SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 


Q. Mr. President, has Secretary Kissinger talked to you 
recently or to any top officials in your Administration 
about the possibility of resigning? Has he complained to 
you or others in the White House that he felt he was not 
receiving sufficient support from the White House, partic- 
ularly on the House contempt citation move. And, if 
he has, are you in a position to say whether you—to re- 
peat your earlier promise, or your earlier statement, that 
you wanted him to stay on through the completion of this 
term? 

Tue Preswent. Secretary Kissinger has not spoken to 
me about resigning. I continue to give him full and com- 
plete support because I think he is one of the finest Sec- 
retaries of State this country has ever had. I know of no 
criticism within the White House Staff of his performance 
of duty and I strongly—and I want to emphasize and re- 
emphasize that I think he has done a superb job under 
most difficult circumstances. I certainly want him to stay 
as long as Secretary Kissinger will stay. 


if 
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INVESTIGATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION 


Q. Mr. President, in view of the Congressional report 
on the CIA and the recent testimony about FBI activities 
and continuing doubt in the country, don’t you think it 
would be in the national interest to re-open the assassina- 
tion investigation of President Kennedy and now Martin 
Luther King as well? 

Tue Preswent. I, of course, served on the Warren 
Commission and I know a good deal about the hearings 
and the committee report, obviously. There are some new 
developments—not evidence but new developments— 
that according to one of our best staff members, who has 
kept up to date on it more than I, that he thinks just to lay 
those charges aside that a new investigation ought to be 
undertaken. 

He, at the same time, said that no new evidence has 
come up. If those particular developments could be fully 
investigated without re-opening the whole matter that 
took us 10 months to conclude, I think some responsible 
group or organization ought to do so but not to re-open 
all of the other aspects because I think they were thorough- 
ly covered by the Warren Commission. 

Q. Are you prepared, then, to take that step on the 
part of the Administration to appoint a task force from 
the Justice Department, say, to look into the new develop- 
ments and to report on those as well, or would you rather 
have it done by an independent organization? 

Tue Present. I think in light of my former mem- 
bership on the Warren Commission, it might be better 
done by somebody other than I appoint. 


THE PRESIDENTS PROPOSAL ON FEDERAL TAXES AND 
SPENDING 


Q. Mr. President, is it still your intention, sir, to veto 
any tax cut package that Congress might pass if it does 
not conform precisely with what you proposed a few weeks 
ago? 

Tue Present. I intend to veto any tax cut measure 
that does not couple with it a comparable reduction in 
the growth of Federal spending. 

Q. Well, sir, that implies you might be flexible on the 
precise numbers. Is that correct so long as there is a bal- 
ance? 

Tue Present. I, of course, proposed a $28 billion 
tax cut, coupled with a $28 billion reduction in Federal 
spending. I think that is the right level in both cases. The 
Congress, I hope, will accept it. 


U.S. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. A follow-up question, if I could, Mr. President, to 
the earlier statement on the Central Intelligence Agency. 
As you know, there is a grey area in which the CIA might 
take an action which could eventually lead to danger or 
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assassination of a political leader. Now, in your first news 
conference you indicated that you supported such covert 
activities, particularly in the case of Chile. Do you still 
support those activities, and if so, what kind of philosophy 
should the constitutional democracy of America take into 
the situation? 

Tue Present. I repeat, under this Administration, 
no agency of the Federal Government will plan or par- 
ticipate in any assassination plot of a foreign leader. The 
United States, however, in many cases for its own, pro- 
tection, its own national security, must undertake foreign 
covert operations, but I am not going to discuss the details 
of them. 

Q. Will you allow the country to involve itself in situ- 
ations which could potentially be dangerous to other 
leaders? 

Tue President. The people in the intelligence agencies 
know what my instructions are. If they violate them, 
proper action will be taken. 


THE SITUATION IN ANGOLA AND DETENTE 


Q. Mr. President, in Angola the Soviets are reported 
to be heavily involved. Do you find this to be consistent 
with your understanding of détente? 

THE Present. I agree with the content of the speech 
made by Secretary Kissinger in Detroit last night where 
he said that the Soviet actions in Angola were not helpful 
in the continuation of détente. I agree with that and I 
hope and trust that there will be proper note taken of it. 

Q. Do you intend to do anything about it other than 
making this statement? 

Tue Present. I don’t want to get into the method 
or procedure. I said that I agree with the statement made 
by the Secretary, and I believe that the Soviet Union is 
not helping the cause of détente by what they are doing. 
And I hope the message comes across. 


MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, there is considerable pessimism these 
days as to whether peace progress can be maintained in 
the Golan Heights in the Middle East. The issues 
seem to be primarily those of land and participation by 
the Palestine Liberation Organization in negotiations. On 
the issue of land, it has been reported that the U.S. has 
assured Israel that it need make only cosmetic changes in 
its present lines in the Golan Heights. Is that the fact? 

Tue Preswent. That is pure speculation and we do 
hope that the process of negotiation will continue in the 
Middle East. And I hope and trust that we can get the 
parties together for a just and permanent peace. 

Q. On the issue of Palestine Liberation Organization 
participation, State Department officials suggested that 
the Palestinian issue was the core of the problem in the 
Middle East. Do you agree with that? 
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Tue PresipEnt. It certainly is a very important part 
of the problem because the Palestinians do not recognize 
the State of Israel and under those circumstances, it is 
impossible to bring the Palestinians and the Israelis to- 
gether to negotiate. So, unless there is some change in 
their attitude, I think you can see a very serious roadblock 
exists. 


THE PRESIDENT S THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 


Q. Mr. President, tomorrow being Thanksgiving Day, 
I ask this not of Jerry Ford, individual, but as the Presi- 
dent of the United States. What do you have, number 
one, to be thankful for? 

Tue Present. I am primarily thankful for the fact 
that this country is at peace on this Thanksgiving rather 
than engaged in a war, as we were for 4 or 5 or 6 years. 


NEW YORK CITY’S TAX PLAN 


Q. Mr. President, thank you, sir. As a New York 
reporter, I am very interested in something you said in 
your statement. Part of the package that you found to 
indicate progress on the part of New York officials in- 
volved $205 million in taxes, which are a very onerous 
burden on the middle class in New York, on the working 
man and woman, including a 25 percent city income tax 
raise. Now, are you concerned politically that these taxes, 
these new taxes on a very heavily taxed city, one of the 
most heavily taxed cities in America, that these taxes are 
going to become known as the Ford taxes and that you are 
going to have to kiss the voters of New York goodby next 
year? 

Tue Presivent. As I have said repeatedly, the only 
requirement that I imposed was that the financial situa- 
tion in New York City be such that we could handle the 
problem at the Federal level in the way in which we are 
doing it today. 

As I understand it, Governor Carey has taken the full 
responsibility for the total package, including the taxes 
that were imposed through his recommendation to the 
State Legislature. I think that is a very courageous stand 
by Governor Carey. 

Under those circumstances, since I didn’t recommend 
any particular tax package, or any additional taxes, I 
don’t see how those taxes can be labeled taxes of this 
Administration. 


Q. Although you do approve of those taxes as part of 
this package? 

Tue Preswent. I approve of the financial plan of 
responsibility which the Governor and the city officials 
and others have put together. 

Mr. Cormier. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Ford’s twenty-third news conference was held 
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 26, 1975, in the East Room 
at the White House. It was broadcast live on radio and television. 
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National Women’s Basketball ‘Team 
From the People’s Republic of China 


The President’s Remarks in the Rose Garden. 


November 28, 1975 


On this very beautiful day, the day before we leave for 
the People’s Republic of China, it is a special privilege for 
me to meet the basketball team that is representing the 
People’s Republic of China. 

When Mrs. Ford and I were in the People’s Republic 
of China in 1972 we visited a good many areas in China, 
including Liaoning Province, Shenyang, Anshan, as well 
as Peking and Canton. Every place we went we saw more 
basketball courts than even in the United States. 


I predicted then that we would have in the United 
States some very rugged competition on the basketball 
court, both the men as well as women. We saw young boys 
and girls at a very early age learning to play basketball 
with small balls and lowered backboards. 

I am sure that this fine team from the People’s Republic 
will do very well in competition against our American 
teams. I understand there is a game tonight out at the 
Federal City College. I wish it was possible for me to at- 
tend but I will look forward to reading the results in the 
paper tomorrow morning. 

The visit of these fine young ladies from the People’s 
Republic is another step in the normalization of relations 
between our country and the People’s Republic. I strongly 
believe that cultural exchanges, educational exchanges, 
competition in athletics are all important in trying to ex- 
pand this normalization of relations between the two 
countries. 

I am looking forward to the trip beginning tomorrow 
morning to visit again the Peopie’s Republic of China. It 
is a trip of great significance. It will be another step in 
the effort on the part of the two Governments to expand 
our relations and to broaden the normalization. 

It is vital from our point of view that this dialog, these 
discussions continue, and I am looking forward to the 
trip, as I know the Secretary of State is. And Mrs. Ford 
and Susan and I are most anxious to have the opportu- 
nity of visiting your country. 

We welcome you to the United States. We know that 
you will be warmly received. I know the contests will be 
good. I am a little prejudiced as to who I hope might win. 

Thank you very much for coming to the White House. 
I understand you are visiting the White House after this 
brief meeting here. We welcome you to the residence and 
wish you well on your trip throughout the United States. 

I might make two other comments: I mentioned earlier 
that I had noticed how many basketball courts there were, 
beginning with smaller ones. I made the comment to Mrs. 
Ford that I was certain that out of 800 million people I 
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was positive there would be developed a Chinese Wilt 
Chamberlain. I also tried a little ping pong with some of 
the very able Chinese ping pong players, and I quit after 
about the first exchange. 

Thank you very much, and I look forward to shaking 
hands and meeting all of you. 

Thank you again. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. 


United States Supreme Court 


The President’s Remarks Announcing His 
Intention To Nominate John Paul Stevens To Be 
Associate Justice. November 28, 1975 


The nomination of a Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court is one of the most important decisions a 
President has to make. The opinions of the Court affect the 
course of our society and the lives of individual citizens for 
decades to come. The confidence in which the Court is 
held is the sum of the esteem extended to each of its nine 
Members, and nothing is more essential to our system of 
liberty under law than the integrity of the judicial branch 
of the Federal Government. 

With this burden of responsibility in mind I have con- 
ducted a thorough search and considered an extensive 
list of distinguished men and women to fill the existing 
vacancy on the Supreme Court. The views of a wide range 
of Americans in the legal profession and in both public 
and private life have been sought and are appreciated. 

I have decided to submit to Congress when it returns 
the name of the person I believe to be best qualified to 
serve as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court: 
United States Judge John Paul Stevens of the Seventh 
Circuit of the Court of Appeals in Chicago, Illinois. 

Judge Stevens is held in the highest esteem by his col- 
leagues in the legal profession and the judiciary, and has 
had an outstanding career in the practice and teaching of 
law as well as on the Federal bench. I am confident that 
he will bring both professional and personal qualities of 
the highest order to the Supreme Court. 

Because of the urgency attached to the earliest consid- 
eration of this nomination by the United States Senate, 
in order that the Court may be at full strength in con- 
sidering its current calendar, I am announcing my choice 
today and will submit Judge Stevens’ name formally on 
Monday. I believe the best interests of the Nation will be 
served by prompt confirmation proceedings in the Senate. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:28 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 

For biographical information on Judge Stevens, see the following 
item. 
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United States Supreme Court 


Background Information on Supreme Court Nominee 
John Paul Stevens. November 28, 1975 


Judge John Paul Stevens was appointed United States 
Circuit Judge for the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals 
on October 14, 1970, and has been serving as a Circuit 
Judge since that date. 

Judge Stevens was born in Chicago, IIl., on April 20, 
1920. He graduated from the University of Chicago (AB 
1941) and the Northwestern University School of Law 
(JD 1947), where he was co-editor of the Law Review. 
His academic record was outstanding, both at Chicago 
where he was Phi Beta Kappa and at Northwestern where 
he was graduated magna cum laude and first in his class. 
From 1942 to 1945, Judge Stevens served in the United 
States Navy and was decorated with the Bronze Star 
Medal. 

Following his graduation from law school, Judge 
Stevens was law clerk to Supreme Court Justice Wiley 
Rutledge. He then entered private practice, specializing 
primarily in litigation, antitrust law, and commercial law 
matters, first with the firm of Poppenhusen, Johnston, 
Thompson and Raymond in Chicago from 1948 until 
1951, and again from January 1952 to June 1952, and 
later as a partner in the firm of Rothschild, Stevens, Barry 
& Myers in Chicago from 1952 until his appointment to 
the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 

In 1951, Judge Stevens served as Associate Counsel to 
the Subcommittee on the Study of Monopoly Power of 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the United States 
House of Representatives. From 1953 to 1955, he was a 
member of the Attorney General’s National Committee 
to Study the Antitrust Laws. 

From 1952 to 1956, Judge Stevens taught part time, 
first at Northwestern University Law School and then 
at the University of Chicago Law School, teaching anti- 
trust law and related courses. He was admitted to the 
Illinois Bar in 1949 and to the United States Supreme 
Court in 1954. While in private practice, Judge Stevens 
authored numerous articles on antitrust matters. 


Judge Stevens is married to the former Elizabeth Jane 
Sheeren. They have four children and reside in Chicago, 
Ill. 
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Older Americans Amendments 


of 1975 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 3922. 
November 28, 1975 


I have given my approval today to H.R. 3922, “Older 
Americans Amendments of 1975.” 

Ten years ago, as a Member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, I voted for the Older Americans Act when 
it was enacted by the Congress. I also voted for subsequent 
amendments to the act. I am pleased now to give my 
approval to this bill which amends the act and extends 
it for 3 years. These latest amendments were the result 
of 10 years of experiences in administering the act. 

Incorporated in the Older Americans Act, as amended, 
are certain principles to guide the administration of the 
act: 

—Emphasis will be placed on making services available 
which will enable older persons to live at home as 
long as possible. 

—Community leaders who best know the needs of their 
own areas will determine the services for older per- 
sons to be started or strengthened. 

—The needs of low-income, older persons, including 
minorities, will be given priority in use of Federal 
funds. 

—Efforts will be made to enlist volunteers from all age 
groups to assist in serving older persons. 

—The resources now available to meet the needs of 
older persons will continue to be coordinated through 
programs administered by a number of Federal de- 
partments and agencies. 

—Emphasis will be placed on opening opportunities 
for older persons to continue to participate construc- 
tively in the life of our Nation. 

I endorse the concept of the Older Americans Act which 
establishes a system to deliver coordinated comprehensive 
services at the community level and which is designed to 
enable older persons to live independent lives in their own 
residences and to participate in the life of their com- 
munity. 

There are, however, provisions of this act with which 
I disagree. The provisions concerned with age discrim- 
ination on the part of all Federal grantees have been modi- 
fied to meet many, but not all, objections. The delinea- 
tion of what constitutes unreasonable age discrimination 
is so imprecise that it gives little guidance in the develop- 
ment of regulations to prohibit such discrimination. Also, 
the provisions raise a question on the extent to which the 
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Federal Government should seek to regulate private ac- 
tivity, particularly without holding hearings to permit 
affected persons and institutions to be heard. 

The bill does provide, however, for study of the prob- 
lems of age discrimination by the Commission on Civil 
Rights, and allows for these issues to be discussed thor- 
oughly. I urge the Congress to reconsider these problems. 

At a time when we are struggling to restrain growth in 
the Federal budget, I am not pleased to see the high au- 
thorization levels included in this bill. The authorization 
for social service programs for fiscal year 1976, for ex- 
ample, is almost twice that of my budget request. I am 
confident the Members of the Congress share my concern 
about the impact of inflation on the elderly. I look for- 
ward to working with the Congress in determining ap- 
propriations levels for this act which will be adequate, 
equitable, and not inflationary. 


noTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 3922) is Public Law 94-135, ap- 
proved November 28, 1975. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not in- 
cluded since they appear in the list of nominations sub- 
mitted to the Senate, below. 


November 24 
The President participated in the swearing-in ceremony 


at the White House for John L. McLucas as Administra- 
tor of the Federal Aviation Administration. 


The President has accepted the following resignations: 


Jerrrey M. Bucuer, as a member of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, effective January 2, 1976; 

WituiaM J. JANKLOw, as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Legal Services Corporation, effective November 24, 1975; 

Joun D. Harper, as a member of the President’s Export Council, 
effective November 24, 1975; 

Rosai G. SILBERMAN, as a member of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on the Education of Disadvantaged Children, effective upon 
appointment of her successor; and 

Tuomas E. Frerranpina, as United States Marshal for the South- 
ern District of New York, effective November 1, 1975. 


November 25 
The President has accepted the following resignations: 


Swney WEINTRAUB, as Assistant Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development, effective November 25, 1975; 

Cuarts E. WALKER, as a member and Chairman of the President’s 
Advisory Council on Minority Business Enterprise, effective 
November 25, 1975; and 

Carta A. HILts, as a member of the Council of the Administrative 
Conference of the United States, effective upon the appoint- 
ment of her successor. 


The President met at the White House with Ezra Taft 


Benson, president, Council of the Twelve, The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


November 26 

The President transmitted to the Congress the ninth 
annual report on the operation of the Automotive Product 
Trade Act of 1965. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the 1974 
annual report of the Secretary of the Interior on the 
administration of the Federal Coal Mine Health and 
Safety Act of 1969. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Lewis A. 
Engman, as Chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, 
effective December 31, 1975. 


November 27 


The President attended Thanksgiving Day services 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released November 22, 1975 

Advance text: remarks on the White House 
Conference On Handicapped Individuals 

Fact sheet: on the White House Conference 
On Handicapped Individuals 

Biographies: of the members on the National 
Planning and Advisory Council of the 
White House Conference On Handicapped 
Individuals 


Released November 26, 1975 

Fact sheet: on New York City’s fiscal 
situation 

Statement by the President: on New York 
City’s fiscal situation (as read at his news 
conference of November 26, 1975) 


Released November 28, 1975 

Advance text: remarks on the announcement 
of intention to nominate John Paul 
Stevens to be Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved November 24, 1975 


PEs BER ince casas ic nal Public Law 94-134 
Department of Transportation and Re- 
lated Agencies Appropriation Act, 1976. 


Approved November 28, 1975 


Se italien RMS eae pees Public Law 94-137 
An act to designate the new Forest Service 
laboratory at Auburn, Alabama, as the 
“George W. Andrews Forestry Sciences 


Laboratory”. 
A Se een Public Law 94-135 
Older Americans Amendments of 1975. 
og RR Se a Public Law 94-140 


An act to extend the Federal Insecti- 
cide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, as 
amended, and for other purposes. 
oe. ee Public Law 94-139 
An act to amend section 15d of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority Act of 1933 to in- 
crease the amount of bonds which may be 
issued by the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
and for other purposes. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved November 28, 1975 


SER. 10000 ss woe Public Law 94-138 
Military Construction Appropriation Act, 
1976. 

eee Public Law 94-136 
National Productivity and Quality of 
Working Life Act of 1975. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted November 24, 1975 


WILLIAM E. SCHAUFELE, JR., of Ohio, a Foreign 
Service officer of the Class of Career Min- 
ister, to be an Assistant Secretary of State. 
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